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NOT SO FAST... 


As more and more trees turned up deacT^ 
or dying in the Owens Valley, The Supervis¬ 
ors and other officials eagerly jumped into 
an agreement with Los Angeles... an agree¬ 
ment which allows for increased groundwater 
pumping. They ignored citizen protests and 
assumed the agreement would slide right 
through. But now, the Appeals Court Judges 
in Sacramento have said... not so fast. 


Election '84 
"High Hopes" 
News Briefs 
Benbrook 
BK's Notes 


Even Inyo's own lawyers have said that 
the bitter water war with Los Angeles will 
never be won locally, but in higher courts. 
The Supervisors and attorneys had given up 
on fighting the groundwater ordinance in a 
higher court and went for the DWP agreement 
instead. But the judges of the Third Dis¬ 
trict Court of Appeal have once more stepped 
in to play a key role in Inyo County's fu¬ 
ture. Inyo and L.A. officials were in a 
hurry to get the agreement approved, but 
from Sacramento came the message - Not So 
Fast. 

It was that Court which originally order¬ 
ed the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power to prepare an environmental impact 
report on increased pumping in the Owens 
Valley. That was more than ten years ago. 

DWP never managed to put together an ade¬ 
quate EIR and the judges continued to tell 
DWP to go back and do it right. And in the 
interim, the Court imposed a limit on DWP's 
pumping. Now, Inyo and L.A. officials want 
the new agreement to take the place of that 
court order. But the Appeals Court Judges 
weren't so eager to simply grab up the 
agreement as the legal solution to Inyo's 
problems. They want to hear arguments from 
the Owens Valley Committee and the Sierra 
Club before deciding on the agreement. 

The Third District Court of Appeals is 
located in Sacramento... outside the sphere 
of L.A.'s pressing influence. Even Inyo's 
Special Legal Counsel Tony Rossmann had 
said many times that the struggle over the 
groundwater ordinance would have to be de¬ 
cided in the Appeals Court or Supreme Court. 
But ironically, Rossmann has positioned him¬ 
self against Inyo's people and in defense 
of the Supervisors, the agreement, and the 
DWP. He had tried to convince the Court 
of Appeals not to give the Owens Valley 
Committee and the Sierra Club a hearing on 
the agreement. Rossmann wrote several 
letters to the Court saying that the agree¬ 
ment had been given a "constructive public 
review" and implying that all public concerns 
in the Owens Valley had been taken care of 
before the Supervisors voted to approve the 
agreement. 

Rossmann had tried to convince the Court 
that oral arguments by the OVC and Sierra 
Club were simply unnecessary and that the 
faster the agreement was signed the better. 
But the Judges, unconcerned by local poli¬ 
tics, apparently were in search of justice. 
Lawyers for the Owens Valley Committee 
and National Sierra Club had written to the 
Court asking to argue on the agreement issue. 
Those lawyers told the Judges that there are 
grave concerns that Inyo and L.A. have vio- 

(continued on P.6) 
























An election seems to act as a magnifying 
glass held ominously over local politics. 

In a non-election year, issues come and go... 
the Supervisors make decisions - some popu¬ 
lar, some not. Usually, the people tend to 
forget what made them mad. But when an 
election comes along, it provides a tangible 
way for constituents to let their Supervisors 
know exactly how they feel about the issues 
and the men. 

Such is the election this year. Locally, 
three Supervisorial seats are up for elec¬ 
tion. P.D.Cook decided not to run. Bob 
Campbell and Dick Engel decided they would 
compete for Cook's seat. Johnny Johnson is 
running for re-election as is Bob Bremmer. 
Clearly, many voters had been upset by the 
Supervisorial decision on the water agree¬ 
ment. And so the big question before the 
election... how many people are now mad 
about the Supervisors ignoring public opin¬ 
ion on that issue? The ballot box may or 
may not become a barometer for public feel¬ 
ing about their local leaders. Johnson and 
Bremmer strongly supported the water agree¬ 
ment. But both have spent many hours culti¬ 
vating a political base on other issues. 
Historically, Inyo people try to forget the 
very big and frightening problem of dealing 
with the City of Los Angeles and its stran¬ 
gle hold on water, land, and the local econ- 
omy. But then when it came time to vote 
on the groundwater pumping ordinance a few 
years ago, the voter response was over¬ 
whelmingly in favor of the ordinance and 
local control over DWP. 

This year, the local grapevine is buzz¬ 
ing over what many are calling the Super¬ 
visors' failure to listen to their people. 

One merchant reported that a Supervisor 
told him that he knew the people of the 
County opposed the DWP agreement, but voted 
for it anyway because he "knew that it was 
best." A number of residents and business 
people have privately expressed resentment 
over what they feel is a "patronizing atti¬ 
tude" among the Supervisors. In fact, some 
Board members did publicly'say that the 
people were too ignorant to vote on the 
water agreement. 

And some say too that the water issue 
has created permanent enmity between Board 
members and others and with the public too. 
Supervisor Lefty Irwin at times stands ob¬ 
viously alone on issues. He had sharply 
criticized his fellow Board members for 
their views on the agreement before finally 
giving in and voting for the DWP agreement. 
Some courthouse watchers say it appears 
decisions on other issues are being affected 
hy the water issue politics. Of course, all 
of that could change dramatically if new 
Board members are elected. 


Aware that many people feel their opin¬ 
ions are being ignored by the current Super¬ 
visors, most candidates are playing up the 
responsive government theme. Most of them 
say they will listen to the people and that 
they oppose government by secrecy. And 
those are comforting words to a public that 
may feel simply left out of their local 
government decisions. 

Many of the local candidates have im¬ 
plied that Inyo County is at a serious 
point and that for future economic survival, 
local leaders will have to grow up and 
really start doing something to guarantee 
some small amount of growth. Most believe 
that light industry will have to come here 
and with it more badly needed jobs and tax 
dollars, but it will take Supervisors who 
are willing to work for greater land 
availability. 

Inyo voters face making decisions on the 
State and National level too. Bishop's 
Cindy O'Connor goes for the Democratic 
nomination to run for State Assembly against 
Inyo's Assemblyman Phil Wyman. O'Connor is 
a County Water Commissioner and played a 
direct role in putting together the contro¬ 
versial DWP agreement. When the controversy 
began developing over that document, O'Conn¬ 
or kept a low profile and was campaigning 
in other parts of the Assembly district. 

She did say at one meeting that "perhaps 
the Inyo people were not ready for this 
agreement." But she never did actively 
oppose the agreement and in fact now states 
that a new era of cooperation between Inyo 
and L.A. seems to have arrived. At a 
candidate's night in Bishop, Ms. O'Connor 
spoke about her belief in the rule by 
majority. But there are many Inyo residents 
who wonder why she and many other officials 
failed to recognize that a majority appar¬ 
ently opposed the agreement and had grave 
concerns about many items in it. 

At that same candidate's night, Ms. 
O'Connor said that Inyo is a tourist area 
and that concentration on that fact is what 
is needed to improve the economy, rather 
than concentration on bringing light indus¬ 
try and more jobs to the area. 

And in the State Senate race, Inyo's 
Senator H.L.Richardson finds competition in 
Democratic businesswoman, Diana Monaghan. 

She has accused Richardson of failing to 
show up in the Senate and failing to vote on 
dozens of issues. Richardson claims he is 
there, but doesn't always vote. The spunky 
Monaghan hit on that gut issue of non-respon- 
sive leaders and said that she would set up 
a local representative to stay in close 
touch with the usually very isolated Inyo 
County. 

Richardson has remained at an arm's 
length until recently when he finally found 
time to visit Inyo before Mule Days and 
during the Memorial Day holiday. It appear¬ 
ed as if he were looking for votes. Inter¬ 
estingly, both Richardson and Monaghan are 
against gun control and for tough crime 
laws. 

On the Congressional scene... looks like 
Inyo will get Bill Thomas back. He has no 
tough competition. Many will miss Jerry 
Lewis who represented Inyo in Washington, 

D.C. until reapportionment edged him out of 
Inyo's district. ■ -y -j 
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CHARLES D. "CHARLIE 
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HUNT 




FOR SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 4 



A VETERAN . . . 

— Combat duty with Naval amphibious forces in World War II 

— Army service during Korean and Vietnam Conflicts 

— Disability retirement 1965 

A FIGHTER (HE WON’T SELL YOU OUT) . . . 

— “I believe in fighting for what is right." 

— “I will continue to fight for a better water agreement with the LADWP." 

— Charles Hunter did fight for traffic signals in Independence and Big Pine. “I will continue 
to fight for regular traffic signals in those communities." 

— “I am still fighting to get better care for our elderly in nursing homes." Because he spoke 
out publicly and fearlessly, he was fired from his job at the Big Pine nursing home. 

A WORKING MAN ALL HIS LIFE . . . 

— “As a child of the great depression, I have had to work hard since age 13." 

— In Inyo county. Hunter operated CETA programs which gave local people jobs. 

— He worked in the county probation department. He developed agency-wide maps for ^ 
the Forest Service, BLM and CDF. 

Paid Political Advertisement 



For Supervisor, 5th District 


JEROME F. 



"JERRY" ZEUTZIUS 


• J 


27 years experience in 

^ communication skills 
business management 
^ health-care administration 
is housing administration 
is economic planning 


Long-time Lone Pine resident 
and property owner 




Korean War veteran 

paid Political Advertisement 
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Small town politics, high visibility, a 
often intense public criticism often scare 
Inyo people away from running for office. 

In fact, many times incumbent County Super¬ 
visors run unopposed. But not this time. 

The water issue is mostly responsible 
for stirring up the constituency and this 
June election two entrenched Supervisors 
face competition. As News-Letter reported 
in the last issue, Charles Hunter has taken 
on Johnny Johnson. In the Fifth District, 
Jerry Zeutzius wants to beat Bob Bremtrer. 
Warren Hageman of the Olancha area is also 
running against Bremmer. We were unable to 
reach Mr. Hageman before press time. 

Zeutzius has a background in administra¬ 
tion and management. He was also a teacher. 
Zeutzius says people in the far flung Fifth 
District aren't happy with their current 
Supervisor. But as for why he has taken on 
the challenge of running for office, Zeut¬ 
zius says "I felt our County government was 
plain non-responsive. And I detest secrecy. 
I believe in open government." 

Before he decided to leap into the pol¬ 
itical race, Zeutzius raised his political 
profile when he articulately stated grave 
concerns about the current DWP agreement. 

As a member of the County Water Commission 
advisory committee, Zeutzius stated plainly 
that the agreement contained many weaknesses 
that should be negotiated out before signing 
the document. 

Now, he says that the agreement still 
has problems mostly because it was negotiat¬ 
ed in secret without benefit of public input 
as the negotiation process moved forward. 

He said that the groundwater pumping table 
in the agreement allows Los Angeles to get 
around the courts and the order to prepare 
an environmental impact report on pumping. 
Zeutzius also objects to putting water rate 
reductions within the agreement itself. He 
said that the lowered rates should be guar- 
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HOPES 


I anteed apart from the agreement. Zeutzius 
I said that if something happens to the agree- 
I ment, then DWP customers here would once 
I more be burdened with excessive rates. Zeut- 
Izius said that as a Supervisor he would try 
I hard to negotiate something more fair on 
I the water rates and to negotiate away the 
I pumping table. But Zeutzius, who has lived 
I in Lone Pine around 14 years and has four 
I children, recognizes that people in Southern 
Inyo are unhappy about more than just the 
I water issue. 

Zeutzius and his wife have walked through 
many parts of the District. The candidate 
I says he sees four major issues in addition 
I to water. "We talked to more than 900 of 
the 1600 voters in this District and they 
are really concerned about several things. 

One of them is County road maintenance. 

That's something basic, that most people 
I feel should be taken care of by county gov¬ 
ernment. In Death Valley, people there are 
I maintaining their own roads. But even in 
I the Owens Valley, there are serious problems 
with potholes and ruts. 

"And there is a lot of anger of the Mi 11- 
I pond park. The Supervisors gave the Northern 
Inyo Athletic Association $20,000 to bail 
| out of financial problems. Then they pro¬ 
mised to give them $35,000 a year. Southern 
Inyo people resent this spending of money." 

I Zeutzius feels that the way the Supervisors 
I have handled this issue represents an unwise 
expenditure of tax dollars for a park in far 
I Northern Inyo that does not benefit all of 
I the County's constituents. 

Then there's the economy. "There has got 
I to be an overall economic development plan. 

We need non-polluting industry. The PP&G 
I plant is sitting there vacant, and perhaps 
I could be used. If I were a Supervisor I 
would push the planning department to start 
making contacts to bring industry to Inyo. 

We need the jobs and we need to improve our 
tax base. In fact, I would be willing to 
make contacts myself. Supervisors can't 
just sit on their swivel chairs once a week 
and get the job done." 

Another gripe among the constituency, 
Zeutzius says, is the juvenile hall issue. 

Many people see that Inyo's teenagers are 
getting into trouble more and more and just 
as many believe that a local lock-up facility 
is the only way to shock juvenile offenders 
into changing their behavioral pattern. 

"People in Southern Inyo," said Zeutzius, 

"feel it is necessary to have a juvenile 
holding facility." 

When asked what he thinks of the current 
Board of Supervisors, Zeutzius said that 
they have largely "refused to listen to the 
people. They are elected to conduct County 
business as the people want them to. Now 
our Supervisors simply do what they want, 
not what the people want." Zeutzius said 
that one skeptical voter asked him what 
chance he would have as one Supervisor will¬ 
ing to listen among four who are not. Zeut¬ 
zius said the way he sees it is he would 
not be one against four, but one working 

(continued on p.6) 










MORE AIDES FOR BIG PINE SAN/ CONFLICTS 
OF INTEREST/ STAYIN' ALIVE 


Through the years, the Inyo Supervisors 
have heard complaints about care at the Inyo 
County sanatoriums. Recently, the Director 
of the sanatoriums, Christopher Monroe, talk¬ 
ed to the Supervisors about adding some beds 
to the Big Pine facility. 

At that time, complaints came up that 
there were not enough aides to take care of 
all the patients. Supervisorial candidate 
Charles Hunter made that statement. Hunter, 
at the time, was working at the Sanatorium. 

Of course, Hunter was fired the day 
after his comments at the Board meeting. 
Hunter says that the Sanatorium Director 
fired him because of his comments that the 
Sanatorium needed more aides. 

Well , word got out later that indeed 
Director Monroe has added aides to the shifts 
of the Big Pine Sanatorium. He did confirm 
that rumor. Monroe said that now he has 
five people per shift in the mornings and 
three in the evenings. That is an increase 
over the previous staff size. 

Monroe claims that his addition of aides 
has nothing to do with the discussion at 
the Board meeting involving Mr. Hunter. 

*** 

Concerned about conflicts of interest... 
members of the Owens Valley Committee say 
their worst fears about the DWP agreement 
are starting to come true. 

The agreement, which of course is not 
completely in effect yet, does include so- 
called mitigation projects supposedly de¬ 
signed to relieve the Valley of environment¬ 
al damage. Now, one of those projects in¬ 
volves 340 acres in the Manzanar area. 

Water Director Greg James said that DWP 
will provide a guarantee of water for alfal¬ 
fa growing on leases to be held by Scott 
Kemp and Zack Smith. Kemp is, of course, 
a County Water Commissioner, 

David Miller of the Owens Valley Commit¬ 
tee said that members of the Committee are 
very concerned about what he called a con¬ 
flict of interest - a Water Commissioner 
reaping reward from the agreement. 

Miller is also disturbed about the pro¬ 
ject of revitalizing the lower Owens River. 
DWP's water diversions ravaged that part of 
the river. The agreement calls for putting 
water back into the river. But Miller and 
others were upset when they discovered that 
DWP wants to pump more water out of the 
Valley to put it in the river. 

That means the project is dependent on 

pumping and most see that as bad news. 

*** 


Stayin' alive... that's what John Travol¬ 
ta is doing and his career is surviving too 
with a new movie now in the works. As most 
know, Travolta and production company "plu 
perfect" were in Mammoth not long ago film¬ 
ing parts of his new film which is called 
"Perfect". 

Less than perfect was the opportunity to 
interview Travolta when he was here. His 


representative told us "he's not granting 
interviews." But they did tell us that the 
movie finds Travolta playing the part of a 
journalist who writes for Rolling Stone 
magazine. 

His character goes to Mammoth with an 
aerobics instructor to check out the health 
and sports scene. How's that for exciting 
action? Travolta's character also investi¬ 
gates other goodies like a businessman in¬ 
volved in cocaine dealing. 

It's unknown when the movie will be out. 
*** 



























(High Hopes - cont. from p.4) 

with two others for a majority vote. "I 
believe I can do this." And, depending on 
how the people vote June 5, there could be 
more than one new Supervisor on the Board. 
Of course, P.D.Cook is not running for re- 
election. So someone new will fill his 
seat. If yet another one or even two new 
men won seats on the Board, the politics 
of local government could change dramatic¬ 
ally. 

But as things stand now, where does 
Zeutzius see Inyo County heading? "We're 
in a rut until we change. I would like to 
see Inyo County government move into the 
20th century. The Supervisors are afraid 
to listen to their people and to deal with 
the problems the County faces. We have to 
improve our tax base, bring in light indus¬ 
try to generate jobs and new tax dollars." 

Zeutzius sees the Board of Supervisors 
playing a key role in getting land for this 
kind of economic growth. He thinks the 
current Board made a bad mistake in not 
negotiating for City land during the latest 
agreement talks. "But that mistake happen¬ 
ed mostly because those talks were held in 
secret... the public had no chance to ask 
for what it wants." But the public, at 
least those who vote, will have a chance 
to exert at least some control over County 
government when they head to the polls.* 


me Tomur 



(Highway 395) Across from the Courthouse 
Independence, CA 


For reservations call 878-2221 



(Hot so Fast - cont. from p.l) 

lated environmental law by failing to pre¬ 
pare an environmental impact report on the 
agreement. 

The Third District Court of Appeals has 
historically been strong on environmental 
cases... of course, in the instance of Inyo 
taking L.A. to task on increased pumping, 
the Court has consistently supported the 
right of Inyo to protect its environment. 

That same Court made a similar decision 
more than ten years ago when a group called 
the Friends of Mammcth asked that an EIR be 
done on a high rise project in Mammoth. 

This was one of the first cases under the 
California Environmental Quality Act and 
the Court had basically said that an EIR 
acts as an important source of information 
to the public cn any particular project. It 
lets the public know what is going cn and 
how the prcject might affect their lives 
and surroundings. The Court did require 
that local Monc County officials prepare an 
EIR on that project. 

Of course, it is difficult to say how 
the judges will react to this new case. 
Clearly, Tony Rossmann was eager to keep the 
CVC and Sierra Club from arguing their point 
of view. Rossmann, County Counsel Dennis 
Myers and others have argued that it is not 
necessary to perform an EIR on the agreement 
because the agreement provides for studies 
which after five years will reveal what is 
good for the environment and what isn't. 

But what about the next five years? These 
lawyers have no answer for that. Because 
if the agreement goes into effect it will 
beccme the water management plan for the 
Owens Valley. Many suspect that because 
the agreement does provide for increased 
groundwater pumping it will ultimately cause 
more environmental harm. Inyo's own water 
department officials have said that even if 
DWP stopped all groundwater pumping, many 
areas of the valley would never recover and 
turn green again. So how can increased 
pumping not nurt the valley plants and trees. 

Local residents who have lived here all 
their lives or even for the last ten years 
have talked to News-Letter about the alarming 
increase in dead trees. The Supervisors re¬ 
cently approved the removal of 19 dead or 
dying trees from County right of ways at 
Independence. There are dozens more trees 
dying on private property and on city of L.A. 
lands from Lone Pine through Big Pine. 

DWP officials still insist that the trees 
aren't dying from a lack of water. But even 
the studies that have already been done and 
common sense indicate that where the water 
table drops, trees will die. The value of 
Inyo County property often depends on land¬ 
scaping. Most people would not want to buy 
property here since it is far away from 
Metropolitan areas and has a limited economy. 
But the draw of the valley is beauty. How 
long will Inyo property owners hold onto the 
value of their land if they lose their trees 
and plants? 

That is the question the Owens Valley 
and now the National Sierra Club want answer¬ 
ed before Inyo and L.A. step off into an 
agreement that they feel could make matters 
far worse. ■ 
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Ranbrook 


If the news is bad today - cheer up - 
Benbrook will make it worse tomorrow 1 



by 

Clarence 

Ben'brof 


Advice for Election Day: Forgive them 
for they know not what they did - and for¬ 
give them who do not know what they are 
going to do. Vote for the forgiveness of 
your choice. 

President Reagan hails a "bright new 
dawn of promisePresidents have been 
nailing bright new dawns for years, but it's 
still smoggy. 

A Priest, wrongly accused of being a 
bandit, loses a $5 million lawsuit against 
the police. The jury probably thought he 
should have turned the other cheek. 

Ex-Russian spy says Soviet intelligence 
goal is to undermine the credibility of the 
C.I.A. They are mining a vein of run out 
credibi1ity. 

Scientists are investigating the simi¬ 
lar ways birds learn to sing and babies 
learn to talk. Tweet, tweet, tweet. Da,Da. 

King Hussein says the U.S. must shed it's 
pro-Israel bias if it hopes to mediate an 
overall Arab-Israeli peace agreement. Change 
to a pro-Arab bias? 

The poorer the country the higher the 
birth rate. If you can't afford a TV, what 
is there left? 

Russians are not coming to the Olympics. 
To somewhat quote Clark Gable in "Gone With 
the Wind". "Frankly, Red, I don't give a 
damn." With apologies to Scarlet. 

Mondale says Reagan puts women in a 
"precarious position". I couldn't find that 
position in the new sex manual. 

Oniie Mairs sez: Kadaffi is "Rosemary's 
Baby". 

A farmer in Iowa has to go to court 
charged with allowing 167 cows to freeze 
to death on his farm. He couldn't afford 
to buy them fur coats. 

Jackson says the U.S. Foreign Policy 
is almost a disaster. Elect him and he 
will finish the job. 

Congress is still sinxing in public 
esteem. It seems that public esteem is 
not a fatal disease. 

Father Anderson of Las Vegas Guardian 
Angel Church welcomes gambling chips in 
the collection plate. Moral: Don't cash in 
your chips. 

Well known stock market analyst Hoffman 
predicts rise in interest rates and the 
stock market loses 12 points. When Hoffman 
coughs, the stock market catches pneumonia. 

Jesse Jackson preaches resignation - 
but he never does. 

Medicare goes up again. Another great 
break through in government economics. 

Rev. Sun Moon gets 18 months in jail for 
tax evasion. He says God told him how to 
spend the church money. God forgot to tell 
him about the I.R.S. 

Soviets want to demilitarize outer space. 
They are ready to ban anything - that they 
don't already have. 


Improve your sex drive. Take driving 
lessons. 

Mexican President De LaMadrid says we 
can't win in Central America with force; 
we must win by negotiations. We are only 
trying to force negotiations! 

Inyo County is going to spend $2500. for 
an employment generating study. A study of 
how to generate without a generator. 

A bill cuts the President's power to 
send troops. Congress doesn't think we 
need a President. The President doesn't 
think we need a Congress. The Public doesn't 
think we need either. 

A Court rules that the First Interstate 
Bank of Oregon set its prime lending rate 
through an illegal price-fixing conspiracy. 
Only the government is allowed to conspire 
to set the prime rate illegally. 

Reagan gets a polyp remeoved from his 
colon. It was not malignant - it was 
Republican. 

The ancient philosopher Aristotle thought 
the human brain was a cooling system. We 
disagree - it has kept the world in hot water 
since time began. 

Government doesn't rob the rich to give 
to the poor, it robs the poor to give to 
the poorer. 

Justice is not always a miscarriage, 
sometimes it is an abortion. 

I hate to be a stool pigeon, so I won't 
mention Benett Kessler's attempt to villify 
my curls. I hope she gets up to 10,000 feet 
on her broom and falls off. f\ s' 
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TIPPING GLASSES IN THE COURTHOUSE/ SOMEONE WANTS 
A PLAQUE/ DEAD WOOD FOR DWP/ DR. SMART INJURED/ 
IRENE STILL IN THE HOSPITAL/ TOUGH BUDGET/ 


All work and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy, so they say... but is the County Court¬ 
house really the place to play? Taxpayers 
would like to think not, but word we get 
from the Courthouse grapevine is that a 
certain office head invites a select few in 
for wine after hours every now and then. 

Now, we don't want to be accused of self- 
righteous nit-picking, but really... wine at 
the Courthouse? The overtaxed property own¬ 
ers like to think all of their public ser¬ 
vants take their work seriously. We'll 
toast to that! 


*** 


On to other dastardly deads! We hear 
Del Chambers of Lone Pine saw someone trying 
to steal the plaque at Manzanar south of 
Independence. That's a plaque commemorating 
the old Manzanar Japanese prison camp. 
Sheriff's men said Del reported it to them. 
Apparently the would be thieves were not 
successful. Guess somebody thought the 
plaque might look nice hanging over their 
fireplace. 

*** 

Looks like the DWP officials in L.A. will 
have plenty of wood for their fireplaces with 
all the trees keeling over dead in the 
Owens Valley. Our sources through the 
years have told us that the muckety muck in 
DWP get all the dead wood they can burn. 

(See back page for more.) 

*** 


Court in Sacramento. Their main concern - 
money. Some say that's all officials really 
wanted out of the agreement and, of course, 

DWP did agree to pay Inyo $172,000 a year 
to pay for studies. 

Now... officials are complaining they 
can't put a County budget together not know¬ 
ing if and when the agreement will be final¬ 
ized. Maybe they should have considered 
that, when dozens of citizens were complain¬ 
ing loudly that they did not want the agree¬ 
ment in the first place. 

*** 

The County Grand Jury warned the Super¬ 
visors that the citizenry was unhappy. By 
the way, watch for the Grand Jury final 

report. It will be out soon. 

*** 

Disappointing news for those gourmet din¬ 
ers who have enjoyed the Winnedumah Country 
Inn. We understand that Jack and Napua Davis, 
who were running the Inn have moved out of 
the area. Sources said that the pair lost 
their lease to the Winnedumah and so packed 
up to Oklahoma where Jack used to live. It's 
unknown if someone else will be reopening 
the Inn. As many may remember, Fred and 
Hattie Schaefer have owned the old hotel for 
years and ran it themselves until about 5 
years ago. 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 


Sincerely, 




And News-Letter wishes 
for a fast recovery go to 
retired veterinarian in 
Lone Pine, Dr. William Smart. 
We understand that Smart 
was trampled by a horse in 
Southern Inyo and trans¬ 
ported to Antelope Valley 
Hospital with serious in¬ 
juries. 

**★ 

And not yet recovered 
from burns is the renowned 
pianist, Irene Marik. We 
hear she is still hospital¬ 
ized in Bishop with serious 
back burns. Many local 
people were saddened by 
news of Ms. Marik's injur¬ 
ies. They had also looked 
forward to one of her rare 
at home concerts before 
the accident. 

★★★ 

Inyo officials are cry¬ 
ing the blues now because 
local citizens managed to 
get a hearing on the DWP 
agreement at the Appeals 
8 
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12 years of groundwater pump¬ 
ing and many more of water diver¬ 
sions is finally taking its toll 
on Owens Valley trees. Even 
though the past 5 years have been 
wetter than normal, this year 
dozens of dead and dying trees are 
turning up all over the Valley. 

While scientists debate the 
state of Inyo's environment, the 
evidence is there for all to see- 
in the towns, in the Valley many 
trees have no leaves this year 
and it's only a matter of time be¬ 
fore they fall. DWP's pumping and 
water diversions have deprived 
not only city lands here of water 
but private property too. 

Beautiful old trees, even not 
so old ones, are drying up leaving 
sad skeletons in front of a grow¬ 
ing number of Inyo County homes. 

____ . 
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